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At Macmillan, we’ve been producing material for English language teaching for a long, long time.  
Our books and resources are amongst the most well-known in ESL/ELT circles, used in schools,  
businesses, and social life all over the world. 

And at the very top of the tree is our flagship product: the Macmillan English Dictionary.

It would be no overstatement to say that the dictionaries - through digital innovation and our insistence 
on a user-friendly approach - have been blazing a trail for the rest of the Macmillan Education business. 

Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners was the front-runner, published in 2002 in print  
and CD ROM format, and immediately won numerous awards – from the British Council and the English 
Speaking Union among others.
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Welcome to Macmillan Dictionaries.

The second edition came out in 2007, and has proved equally popular with students,  
teachers, and lecturers alike. Over the years since early 2002, the dictionary list has grown  
to incorporate intermediate level dictionaries, bilinguals and titles covering specific learner 
areas, including collocations and phrasal verbs.

With the launch in 2009 of the online dictionary, www.macmillandictionary.com, and the 
2010 development of our range of dictionary apps available on the app store, the list has well 
and truly embraced the digital age, and the work carried out through social networking sites 
such as Twitter and Facebook has further raised the profile of the popular brand as well as 
making it much easier to share our content with you.

This brochure sets out the material available for licensing – either in digital or print  
format – and we are very happy to talk to parties interested in including our content within 
their pages. Content can be supplied as individual bundles, or as a complete package.  
A variety of business models are available, but all are non-exclusive and of limited term.

For further information on content licensing, please contact us at  
sales@macmillandictionary.com. We look forward to working with you.



Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners 
 
Background

Created by two teams of over 100 lexicographers, working in Britain and America, the 
Macmillan English Dictionary uses a corpus of over 200 million words collected from  
contemporary written and spoken sources.

 •  Special focus on the words students need most, highlighted in red, explained in more  
  detail and graded for frequency of use

 •  Quick menus in long entries help users find the meaning they want

 •  CD-ROM for PC has 100,000 British and American pronunciations, recording  
  facilities for pronunciation practice, and rapid reference for while you read or 
  write a document

 •  Over 1,000 illustrated words, many in 2 colour, and 16 pages of  
   full-colour illustrations

Macmillan Essential Dictionary
 
Background

To enable students to learn the key words of the English language, particularly  
those required for speaking and writing at intermediate level, the Macmillan  
Essential Dictionary identifies the 3,500 Essential words at intermediate level.  
These are shown in red and graded according to their importance. 

Also: 

 • 24-page Language Study section on topics such as Collocation and  
  Pronunciation, which helps students to build, broaden and develop  
  their vocabulary

 • Menus are used in entries with 5 or more senses to guide students to the   
  sense they need – fast

 • More examples – 36,000 – than any equivalent dictionary show students  
  how to use words correctly

 • Hundreds of ‘Help Boxes’ containing grammar, vocabulary and usage  
  notes provide more help in understanding the language than any  
  equivalent dictionary

Macmillan Diccionario Pocket 
Macmillan Castillo  
 
Background

Created for Spanish speakers learning English, these two bilingual  
dictionaries deliver British English with European Spanish  
(Diccionario Pocket), and American English with Latin American  
Spanish (Macmillan Castillo). 

 • More than 68,000 words, phrases, and examples

 • Frequent words highlighted in red

 • Extra help on points of grammar and usage

 • Menus to guide users to the right meaning quickly and easily
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Macmillan Study Dictionary
 
Background

The Macmillan Study Dictionary is ideal for students at college and university who 
have to study their subjects or write essays and assignments in English. It explains - 
clearly and accurately - the vocabulary needed for successful study in any of the  
key academic subjects. The dictionary is the result of close collaboration between  
experienced teachers, textbook writers and syllabus designers, all of whom  
contributed their substantial expertise. Cutting-edge software was used to analyse a 
specially created corpus of academic textbooks, providing an authoritative scientific 
basis for building the wordlist and selecting the relevant information for each word.

 

Anatomy
Arts
Astronomy
Biology (incl. botany, zoology)
Business
Chemistry
Computing
Construction
Economics 

Engineering
Environment
Geography
Geology
Health
Language
Literature
Maths
Music 

Physics
Politics
Religion
Science
Social Studies
Sport
Technology
Tourism

Macmillan School Dictionary
 
Background

The Macmillan School Dictionary is completely relevant to the needs of secondary 
school students who are studying a wide range of subjects through the medium of  
English and preparing for school examinations. 

Based on the analysis of a corpus of curriculum materials, and benefiting from a panel 
of expert advisors, the dictionary presents meanings in clear, easy-to-understand  
English and focuses on the information that school students really need to know. 

• Curriculum words in the dictionary are clearly identified in red using one of twenty   
 subject labels (see panel for a list of these labels). 

•  Over 100 pictures and diagrams and over 20 full-page illustrations, many in two   
 colours, present and reinforce topic vocabulary

Macmillan Phrasal Verbs Plus
 
Background

Using data from our large language corpus, we have identified just over 1,000 
of the most frequently-used phrasal verbs in English, and dealt with them in 
great detail. These words are shown in red and are divided into three bands 
(marked with one, two or three stars), each of about 350 verbs.

Special emphasis on subject vocabulary, with almost 10,000 subject-specific words 
highlighted throughout with one of the following subject labels.
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The Numbers

Title ISBN Pub Date Licensable content

Macmillan English Dictionary 
for Advanced Learners 2nd  
Edition + CD ROM

9781405026284 2007 Number of UK definitions 90,000

Number of US definitions 90,000

Number of UK pronunciations 50,000

Number of US pronunciations 50,000

Number of UK examples 75,000

Number of US examples 75,000

Over 900 Language 
Information boxes on:

Collocations

Word Histories

Common errors/how to avoid them

Metaphor

Usage notes

Synonyms sets

Weekly Buzzwords

Macmillan Essential Dictionary 9780333992098 2003 Number of UK definitions 36,500

Number of UK examples 24,000

Number of US definitions 36,000

Number of US examples 23,000

Macmillan Diccionario Pocket/
Macmillan Castillo

9781405065238 

9789706506221

2006 Number of E-S translations 28,000

Number of S-E translations 16.500

Number of UK pronunciations 14,000

Macmillan Study Dictionary 9780230401945 2010 Number of definitions 40,000

Number of examples 20,000

Macmillan School Dictionary 9781405013420 2004 Number of UK definitions 33,000

Number of examples 20,000

Macmillan Phrasal Verbs 9781405063906 2005 Number of UK definitions 7250




